
Welcome to the Sep-

tember 2016 edition 

of Networks. In this 

issue you 

will find 

news from 

all but one 

of Crosstalk 

Ministries’ 

five minis-

tries. In the following 

pages you will read 

about our re-

launched Junior 

Youth Camp, our 

45th (or was it the 

44th) Senior Youth 

Camp, the monthly 

Crossroads Youth 

Services, new fund 

raising initiatives, 

and the story of how 

God has been work-

ing in the life of one 

of this year’s Day 

Camp Travelling 

Team leaders. Each 

of these ministries is 

vital in its own way. 

  I was especially 

struck by Valerie 

Taylor’s Day Camps 

2016 Report that ap-

peared on the Day 

Camps website 

www.lambondaycam

ps.blogspot.ca, on 

September 11th. You 

may have missed it, 

so I am going to 

quote a large chunk 

of it 

here 

because 

I think it 

is so 

encour-

aging 

and reminds us why 

it is vital to support 

all the ministries 

through prayer, vol-

unteering, as well as 

giving financially. 

 

 “The Theme for 

2016 was 

“Signposts”, signs 

(miracles) from the 

Gospel of John, cul-

minating in the Day 

5 story of the Resur-

rection. 

 

 17 Team Members 

(plus 3 Training 

Leaders and a “pick-

up Team of 2”) 

formed 6 Teams. 28 

Day Camps, took 

place in 5 provinces, 

from central Alberta 

to the Atlantic coast, 

including Camps on 

9 First Nations Re-

serves and 3 Cana-

dian Forces Bases. 

Over 800 children 

participated along 

with well over 200 

local helpers, coordi-

nators, clergy, billets, 

snack makers, drivers 

etc. plus all the vol-

unteers who assisted 

during the Team 

Training Retreat in 

roles as speakers, 

workshop leaders 

and on site staff. 

 

  All in all we can 

confidently conclude 

that well over 1000 

people were touched 

in some way by the 

ministry of Day 

Camps 2016 and that 

is a pretty exciting 

statistic!  The Lord’s 

hand was so evident 

throughout the sum-

mer. He sent us an 

amazing set of Team 

Members, each one 
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of whom brought 

special gifts and tal-

ents to the mix, and 

selfless hearts for 

volunteering over the 

six-week mission. 

 

  We were especially 

blessed with two 

Team Leaders in 

their mid-twenties, 

who were examples 

of God’s perfect pro-

vision as they each 

lead a Team called to 

serve in extraordinar-

ily challenging loca-

tions; one of those 

Teams even agreeing 

to do their own cook-

ing and live in empty 

“teacherages” on two 

Reserves in northern 

Saskatchewan. With-

out the extra maturity 

and life skills of 

these young adults 

who gave up six-

weeks of their sum-

mer for short term 

mission ministry, it 

“Each of these 

ministries is 

vital...” 
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would not have been possible to send Teams to these special communities where children so need 

to experience the love of Jesus in their difficult lives. 

 

Day Camps could never come together so amazingly each summer without the dedication of our 

planning committee. Throughout the year we meet monthly and these people work tirelessly be-

hind the scenes building the Program and acting as an invaluable sounding board. I am personally 

so thankful for each and every one of them. As summer ends we are saying good-bye (hopefully 

only au revoir!) to two faithful members in the persons of Janice and Jillian Agustin. Janice, as she 

heads to Regina to spend an academic year as an IVCF Intern and Jillian as she focuses on her 

studies and directs our sister ministry- Crossroads. We are very sad to lose all of their energy and 

enthusiasm but look forward to welcoming several new members this autumn. 

 

 As always I feel overwhelmed by God’s provision for this ministry and so grateful for the privi-

lege of serving as Director. We all earnestly hope and pray that the seeds sown and the lives 

changed this past summer are bringing much rejoicing in Heaven!” 

 

I believe that each one of the ministries could tell similar stories of God’s action and provision. 

Please enjoy reading this copy of Networks, and as Thanksgiving Day approaches, maybe some of 

you would like to make a special gift to Crosstalk Ministries in gratitude for all that God has en-

abled us to accomplish, some of which you will read about in these pages. 

 

God bless you and your family. 

 

Nick Brotherwood 

 

November 5th- Day Camp 

Coffee House Fundraiser 

November 11th-12th-SYC 

Disney Movie Marathon 

November 20th- CTM Board 

of Directors Meeting 

November 20th- Crossroads 

Youth Service 

November 21st- Day Camp 

Committee Meeting 

November 22nd- Tuesday 

Fellowship 

 

 

December 12th- Day Camp 

Committee Meeting 

December 18th- Crossroads 

Youth Service 

December 20th- Tuesday 

Fellowship 

 

Thank you for your Prayer 

Support.  Please contact the 

Crosstalk Office @ 514-484-

1414 for further information. 

Calendar 

October 1st- Day Camp 

Team Gathering 

October 2nd -SYC Staff 

Meeting 

October 16th- CTM Board of 

Directors Meeting 

October 16- Crossroads 

Youth Service 

October 17th- Day Camp 

Committee Meeting 

October 18th- Tuesday Fel-

lowship 
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Daycamps 

A month after finishing Day Camp, no longer smelling of sunscreen, and after the paint and glitter has fi-

nally (sadly) come completely (I think) out of my hair,  it is my pleasure to be able to offer a few reflections 

on my time with Crosstalk Day Camps 2016! Coming into the summer I had very little idea about what day 

camp would be like. I was so consistently surprised, challenged, encouraged and thrilled by what I experi-

enced as a team leader with Crosstalk Day Camps. Camp far exceeded my expectations and taught me so 

much about life, community, and Jesus! 

 

After finally departing for the four weeks of Day Camp, our team was prepared. We were ready to go and 

deliver some awesome programming, and we expected to Play our part in facilitating a great experience for 

campers, where Jesus could be shared! Simple, easy. What I didn't expect to experience was how greatly 

camp would bless me through camp! 

 

Having never participated in Day Camp before, the learning curve was quite steep! I expected Day Camp to 

run largely in dependence on the travelling team and coordinators in Montreal, but what I learned was that 

this couldn't be farther from the truth! The Crosstalk travelling team is only a small part of the larger com-

munity of people who band together to make camp happen. Camp not only happens during the typical hours 

of 10-4, but it is much more of a 24 hour team effort! I experienced time and time again the beautiful band-

ing together of people who served as coordinators, local team helpers, drivers, hosts families, host churches, 

partner churches, local clergy,  folks who lent us their bicycles and dropped off crockpot premade meals 

every night of the week! It was amazing to witness how many people joined together in tangible ways 

through prayer and action to directly and indirectly help children to grow in their relationship with Jesus, 

and through this I experienced such a growth in my understanding of what the Church is able to do. 

 

I was not only surprised by the wild hospitality of the Day Camp production team, but also by the phe-

nomenal character, creativity, curiosity of the children who participated in Day Camp! While we arrived 

with a set program of teaching points about Jesus' miracles, it was so clear that the children had an enor-

mous amount to teach us! It is so neat that God uses the people in our lives to teach us, no person is too big 

or too small, whether they are 64, 24, or just 4 (or 3 1/4, but can they please join in anyways?). It was a gift 

to experience how all people can experience Jesus, at each and every age! I learned so much about God's 

love for us through the campers. The sermons they preached happened as climbers had shared their ques-

tions over chocolate flavoured (for smell, not taste) play dough, in pathfinder devotions when campers 

opened their bibles and read aloud together, and  explorer devotions where memory verses sounded less 

like sentences and  more like a celebration, and in the scrambler afternoon programs when the campers 

taught us more about the importance of rest, reminding us that we can relax in God's care. 

 

It was such a pleasure to participate in Day Camp this year! It was a joy to see how we all have a role to 

play in encouraging one another in growing in relationship with Jesus, knowing that even in that act of ser-

vice, Jesus is pursuing us still. Thank you to the planning committee, Valerie, the wonderful travelling team 

members, coordinators, volunteers, host families, drivers, churches, and every camper and their family, for 

teaching me so much about following Jesus. I am so thankful to have had the opportunity to dance, wor-

ship, learn, craft, play, run, jump, splash, sing, and be a part of this community that seeks after God, relying 

on He who gives all good things! 

 

 

Gillian Schmid 
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Crossroads 

Hello readers, 

 

I am pleased to report that the first Crossroads of the year went extremely well. 

 

On Sunday, September 18th, we had over 70 people worshipping together in fellow-

ship in St. Stephen's House. This included many campers from both Junior and Senior 

Youth Camp along with some of their friends and family, as well as several members 

of the Day Camps Travelling Team. The latter presented the Liturgical Dance from this 

past summer's Day Camp season. We had Chris Shipster, the speaker of Senior Camp, 

give the message, and Tim Keener, the speaker of Junior Camp, lead us in communal 

prayer. This night was also the debut of Joshua Castillo as Worship Leader, former 

Travelling Team Leader and Senior Camp CIT. 

 

I praise God for all the blessings from that night: the abundance of people in atten-

dance, everyone's enthusiasm, the participation of everyone who helped make the night 

happen, and the unity between all of Crosstalk's ministries. 

 

The next three months of Crossroads will focus on the theme of "being in the world, 

but not of the world". Jesus challenges us to engage with the world and the people in it, 

but where do we draw the line between being "in" and "of"? We will look at three dif-

ferent topics: social media and electronics, popular media (TV, movies, music, etc.) 

and materialism. 

 

We are off to a great start, but we still need your prayer support! Please pray for: 

- Continued abundance and growth in attendance 

- God's blessing on Syndi-Belle El-Tayar, Tim Keener, and Jeff Alexander, the next 

batch of speakers 

- Discernment for those in leadership in Crossroads, that we keep in line with God's 

will for the ministry 

- God to call more people to join the Crossroads Planning Committee 

 

I look forward to the next few months in excitement and anticipation. Please spread the 

word about the Crossroads service to your friends and family! We would love to see 

them there. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Jillian Agustin, Director of Crossroads 
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Crossroads 
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Hello dear reader and supporter, 

 This past summer was certainly a busy one for us.  Diana Keener and I agreed to co-direct Junior 

Youth Camp and I don't believe either of us truly understood what we were agreeing to.  We had a lot to 

learn, both about how Crosstalk Ministries works (from the inside ;)), and how Junior Camp runs.  In the 

end we had a wonderful and blessed time at our Cedar Lodge site. 

 Though we did not have as many campers as we were praying for we had an amazing group of 

kids.  They inspired me with their eagerness to participate in the activities and especially with how inclu-

sive and loving they were with each other.  God's love was on display everyday! 

 We could not have had camp if it had not been for our staff volunteers.  This was an area where 

our prayers were answered in abundance.  We had a group fly from Alberta, a staff member from the 

U.S., and those from the Montreal area.  We were blessed to have a group of people helping us who 

where open to helping Di and I figure out how to keep camp running smoothly.  Everyone was willing to 

try new things, truly stretch themselves, in order to make this a successful camp for the campers.  We 

had amazing workshops that the campers loved and are already talking about for next year.  We were 

blessed to have a cabin counselor who had experience with archery.  An awesome dance teacher who 

kept them coming back for more.  Our speaker kept the kids diving to their bibles and had them thinking 

about how they can "keep it real". 

 We can not forget to mention our amazing head chef, Lydia.  Di and I are eternally grateful for her 

help organizing and answering all our questions as we prepared for camp.  She is an invaluable asset 

whom, without, we probably would not have had camp.  We are also thankful for her keeping the camp-

ers and staff fed.  Lydia has been the chef at camp for many years and we pray that she will continue for 

many more. 

 Everyone pitched in to help wherever it was needed and the feeling of love and team work was 

evident every day. 

 We ask for prayers of thanks for the successful camp we had and for the campers, that they may 

continue to grow in their faith. 

 We ask for guidance in forming the new Junior Camp planning committee and we give thanks for 

all those who helped this summer. 

 We ask God for his wisdom as Di and I continue our roles as Directors of Junior Camp. 

 We ask that we would have successful fundraisers throughout the year to help us continue the 

ministry. 

Alana Norquay 

Junior Camp - Camp happened and God’s love was felt!!! 
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 For most of the summer, as I was working as a lifeguard, I was aware that Senior 

Youth Camp (SYC) had yet to fill the position of Waterfront Director.  It was unimaginable 

to me that if no lifeguard was found, the whole camp would have to stare longingly all 

week at Lac Lovering and not be able to go in the water.  I had been to SYC three times as 

a camper and I still had one more eligible year to go before I turned 18.  After much de-

liberation, I decided to speak with Victoria and she convinced me to apply to be the life-

guard as well as a CIT.  A long story short, I was accepted even though I was at least a 

year younger than the next youngest CIT and some of the older campers were even older 

than me.   

 I was fully prepared to be the lifeguard, but I wasn’t totally sure how it would be 

being a CIT/cabin staff.  However, all of the staff were incredibly encouraging and suppor-

tive, especially the directors and my co-cabin leader.  The first couple of days were a 

huge learning curve for me as I transitioned from a camper into a staff member.  The CIT 

workshops everyday helped to facilitate this change and it gave us some very useful tips 

to help us deal with any problems that could arise during the week.   

 This time was also great for forming/strengthening the friendships between the 

CITs.  Of course, the campers also played a massive role in my experience at camp.  It was 

amazing to see the campers get a taste of the healthy fun at camp from swimming and 

playing the games, to having serious conversations about life and faith in cabin discus-

sions.  It was a wonderful experience and I am truly blessed to have been a part of it and 

that through me the campers were able to swim and hopefully learn more about their 

Father in Heaven.    

 

Timothy Quinn 

Senior Camp 
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(Pray for CTM throughout the week) 
 

 

Thanksgivings- For a wonderful Summer of Day Camps & 

Junior and Senior Youth Camps, at which many people 

came to know, or draw closer to our Lord 

 

For the work of our "behind the scenes" Directors who 

take care of finances, communications, development and 

many other daily tasks. 

 

Concerns- For the 2017  plans already underway and for 

the committees who volunteer countless hours working on 

programming. 

 

For the monthly ministries of Crossroads and Tuesday Fel-

lowship, which feed youth and adults throughout the year 

 

For the various "reunion" and fundraising events taking 

place in the next three months; for all those involved in or-

ganizing and attending them. 

 

To God be the Glory!    

Autumn Prayer Concerns-2016  
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Crosstalk Ministries on Social Media 

 

http://www.crosstalkministries.ca/

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Crosstalk-Ministries-Canada/470022123111559

http://www.youtube.com/user/crosstalkministries?feature=watch

http://lambondaycamps.blogspot.ca/

https://senioryouthcamp.wordpress.com/


