
Now that your community has hosted a Day Camp, you may be wondering 
“what now?” This brochure provides are a few ideas to help with 
immediate follow-up, as well as suggestions for achieving long-term goals 
for children’s ministry in your community, namely:
• Nurturing an ongoing awareness of God in the lives of His children,
• Reaching out to the un-churched through creative forms of ministry,
• Maintaining interest in and excitement about the Day Camp program.
We hope that churches and other community groups will find these ideas 
helpful, adapting them to meet their particular needs, joining us in our 
commitment to children’s ministry, as we continue “helping people of all 
ages become strong disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

Day Camp Follow-Up
Crosstalk Ministries

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY IN THE WIDER COMMUNITY 
• Whether you ran Day Camp as a church or a 

community group, you may wish to reach out to the 
wider community in which you live. Seasonal 
activities, held for times other than the traditional 
church service, are a great way to gather in children 
from different church communities or with no church 
connection. Don’t try to be too ambitious, however: 
start with one or two ideas for each season of the 
coming year and build from there.

• If you have the resources, and there are not too many 
extra-curricular activities in your community, an 
after–school club can also be a good alternative to a 
traditional Sunday School, and can reach children who 
do not otherwise not attend a church. A compressed 
version of typical Day Camp day can be a starting 
point for a Kids’ Club program: some singing, a story 
and discussion, a snack, and related craft or activity 
can be fitted into an hour’s meeting.

• Another way to reach families is through a parents’ 
fellowship.  A group could meet weekly, monthly or 
even just a few times a year, to support each other, 
worship and pray together, and learn through Bible Studies or special presentations. A 
parents’ fellowship could meet at a church or in people’s homes, depending on numbers and 
logistics.

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
Whether or not you decide to pursue further children’s ministry in your church or community, 
it is a great idea to keep in touch with your Day Camp campers. 
• Set up a birthday card (or e-card) list and send cards to all the Campers on their birthdays.
• Divide the list of Campers up among those in your community who have a specific ministry 

of prayer. Pray for those children by name. Whether you see them again or not, your prayers 
will be answered in unexpected and often surprising ways.

RESOURCES: 
• For a new and creative approach to Children’s Ministry, we encourage you to check out 

Messy Church (messychurch.org.uk).
• Another creative approach, based on story-telling and imaginative play, is Godly Play 

(godlyplay.ca).

Ideas for Seasonal activities: 
• Harvest Thanksgiving 

Celebration
• All Saints Party
• Jesse Tree Workshop
• Christmas Drama/ Pageant
• Jesus’ Birthday Party
• Three Kings’ workshop
• Ash Wednesday  

(From Ashes to Hope)
• Lenten Programs
• Good Friday Walk
• Easter Egg Decorating  

(Easter Saturday)
• Ascension Party
• "Welcome to Summer" 

Barbecue
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MAKING CONNECTIONS: 
• As soon as possible after your Day Camp, hold an evaluation meeting for all the volunteers 

(both youth and adults) who were involved in your camp. Invite any key people from your church 
or community who work in children’s ministry throughout the year. This meeting can form the basis 
for a steering committee for future children’s ministry.

• Make sure you have an accurate contact list for campers and volunteers who participated in the 
Day Camp, and consider whether follow-up information should go to all the names on your list. 
Consider other children you may want to reach for various activities.

• Note that if some of your activities will take place at regular church services, you may need to keep separate 
contact lists for those and for special activities to which you want to invite members of other churches.

• To improve contact with families and potentially reach a wider audience, consider maintaining a 
children’s ministry blog or Facebook page (linked to your church’s website, or to that of local 
churches if you are working as a wider community).

SETTING GOALS 
Before planning activities, you should define your goals:
• Would you like to improve the ministry offered to children in your church?
• Are you looking for ways to encourage families to join a church?
• Are you hoping to strengthen ecumenical ties through children’s ministry? 
• Do you want to foster a deeper commitment to the needs of children in your community, beyond 

the week of Day Camp?
Your answers will help you make choices about where to direct your efforts, and move ahead with the right 
kind of children’s ministry for your situation.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AT CHURCH:  
If you want families to come to church, try inviting them!
• Consider inviting them (by mail, phone or email) to a special family service soon after camp 

(you may want to include information about other churches in your area as well). 
• If your church does not run children’s programing during the summer, you may want to wait 

until the Fall to issue a special invitation. Still, the closer to camp the better!
• Another strategy is to pair up families to contact each other. Committed families could 

each be responsible for keeping in touch with potential newcomers or families who only 
attend sporadically.

You will also want to take a hard look at your regular worship gatherings: are they welcoming 
to children and new families? What are you offering to children and young families?
• Children’s ministry does not have to be Sunday School: children are the Church of today, 

and can be involved in the worship of the congregation. Use the children’s gifts to widen 
your regular worship experience. The Day Camp “Creative Connections” are designed especially 
to connect children into a worship service, and can be used as a model for ongoing all ages 
gathering.

• Consider having a Day Camp Sunday at other times during the year.  You can use your local 
team members to lead in a Main Presentation for all the children, or think about inviting a 
Travelling Team Leader as a guest visitor (call the Crosstalk office to find out more about 
this possibility).

• A regular children’s talk is a simple way to connect with children and share the Gospel with them.
• Setting aside a small area of the church as a place for younger children to play quietly is a 

great way of sending the the message that children are welcome in the service.  A rug, 
children’s table, and a selection of quiet toys and activities can make church a much easier 
experience for young families, and children can absorb a great deal of what is going on 
around them, even as they seem completely absorbed in their own activity. 

• Consider other ways your building and worship might be more welcoming to young 
families: do you have change tables and a comfortable place for young mothers to nurse 
their babies? Is there a place where parents can take their children if they need a break?






